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Excavated sites indicate that the Persian period was of minor importance. 
Only marginal remains were detected in Dan, as is also true for Hazor south of 
Lake Huleh. Obviously the country had to be rebuilt. 

4. Settlement History of the Huleh Valley in the Hellenistic Period 

During the Hellenistic period, all evidence points to a significant increase in 
Settlement activity, although the areas north and south of Lake Huleh need to 
be clearly distinguished (map 4). The area immediately south of the lake was 
completely neglected. The few houses we find in Hazor are poorly built, and the 
palace in Ayyelet ha Shahar was abandoned. 

The situation north ofthe lake, however, shows a number of flourishing settle­
ments. Even if no permanent Settlement existed in Banias yet, we have evidence 
of a Pan cult in the area from the 3rd c. B.C.E., demonstrating Greek influence 
in the area. TellAnafa constituted a small Ptolemaic settlement in the 3rd c. and 
a more important Seleucid Settlement in the 2nd c.; this seems to be a general 
pattern for the region. 

The road system also changed in this period: the main road, instead of running 
west ofthe Jordan connecting Kinnereth, Hazor, andAbel Bet-Maacha, now fol­
lowed its eastern banks via Betsaida, Tell Anafa, and Dan, and then went further 
west to Tyre or east to Damascus. 37 The reason for this shift is probably the two 
new sites, Gadara and Hippos, that originated in Hellenistic times and would 
have a great impact in the future. Both sites had to connect with the trade from 

� Cf. Hartal, Northern Go/an Heights, map 5. 
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