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 SOUTH ASIA

 Buddhisminthe Shadow of Brahmanism. By Johannes Bronkhorst. Leiden;
 Boston: Brill, 2011. viii, 293 pp. $169.00 (cloth).
 doi: 10. 1017/S002191 181 1002798

 This book, written by one of today s most prolific scholars of classical India, is
 a follow-up on his recent book, Greater Magadha: Studies in the Early Culture of
 India (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2007), in which he, among other things, laid out the
 bold thesis that the concepts of rebirth and karmic retribution had been devel-
 oped in non-Brãhmanical circles in north-east India before they were
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 developed a vision of political rule (with the concept of the king as bodhisattva )
 and ritual skills to protect the state (with Tantric practices), both of which,
 however, could not compete anymore with the established Brãhmanical tradition.
 A number of subchapters in the book had been (or will be) published elsewhere,
 and some of those interesting studies have rather loose connections to its main
 theme. The book provides numerous discussions of particular matters, and the
 enormous range of references - to both primary and secondary sources -
 makes it a treasure trove for future investigations. For the general theme, two
 factors seem to deserve some more attention: the diversity and tensions within
 Brahmanism (consider, e.g., Brãhmanical asceticism) and its historical develop-
 ments (e.g., the process of "Hinduization"). The ways in which we classify "Brah-
 manism" at any point in history - as a religion, an ideology, a socio-political
 program, a philosophy, and so on - determine the respective relation to "Bud-
 dhism," whose tradition is equally complex. Ašvaghosa is a case in point. Was
 he a Buddhist? A Brahmin? Or perhaps both, somehow? The designations "Brãh-
 manical" and "Buddhist" were never static, and it is our task to sort out their mul-

 tiple meanings and dimensions. This book provides rich food for thought for this
 enterprise.

 Oliver Freiberger

 The University of Texas at Austin
 of@austin.utexas.edu


	Contents
	p. 281
	p. 282
	p. 283

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 71, No. 1 (FEBRUARY 2012) pp. 1-307
	Front Matter
	Editorial Foreword 71.1 (Februaiy 2012) [pp. 1-5]
	Trends
	Finding a Place: Mainland Chinese Fiction in the 2000s [pp. 7-32]
	Sino-speak: Chinese Exceptionalism and the Politics of History [pp. 33-55]
	Reflections on Situating Taiwan in Modern Chinese Cultural Studies [pp. 57-61]

	Research Articles
	Mobile-izing: Democracy, Organization and India's First "Mass Mobile Phone" Elections [pp. 63-80]
	Choosing to Collaborate: Yi Kwang-su and the Moral Subject in Colonial Korea [pp. 81-102]
	Hesitating before the Judgment of History [pp. 103-114]
	Yi Kwang-su: The Collaborator as Modernist against Modernity [pp. 115-120]
	Seoul and Nanking, Baghdad and Kabul: A Response to Timothy Brook and Michael Shin [pp. 121-125]
	Rethinking Missionaries and Medicine in China: The Miracles of Assunta Pallotta, 1905-2005 [pp. 127-148]
	Resurrecting Seva (Social Service): Dalit and Low-caste Women Party Activists as Producers and Consumers of Political Culture and Practice in Urban North India [pp. 149-170]
	Heartfelt Driving: Discourses on Manners, Safety, and Emotion in Japan's Era of Mass Motorization [pp. 171-192]

	Book Reviews
	ASIA: COMPARATIVE AND TRANSNATIONAL
	Review: untitled [pp. 193-195]

	CHINA
	Review: untitled [pp. 196-198]
	Review: untitled [pp. 199-200]
	Review: untitled [pp. 200-202]
	Review: untitled [pp. 202-204]
	Review: untitled [pp. 204-206]
	Review: untitled [pp. 206-207]
	Review: untitled [pp. 208-209]
	Review: untitled [pp. 210-211]
	Review: untitled [pp. 212-213]
	Review: untitled [pp. 214-215]
	Review: untitled [pp. 215-217]
	Review: untitled [pp. 217-219]
	Review: untitled [pp. 219-221]
	Review: untitled [pp. 221-223]
	Review: untitled [pp. 223-225]
	Review: untitled [pp. 225-226]
	Review: untitled [pp. 227-228]
	Review: untitled [pp. 229-231]
	Review: untitled [pp. 231-232]
	Review: untitled [pp. 233-234]
	Review: untitled [pp. 234-236]
	Review: untitled [pp. 236-238]
	Review: untitled [pp. 238-240]
	Review: untitled [pp. 240-241]
	Review: untitled [pp. 242-243]
	Review: untitled [pp. 243-245]

	INNER ASIA
	Review: untitled [pp. 245-247]
	Review: untitled [pp. 247-249]
	Review: untitled [pp. 249-252]

	JAPAN
	Review: untitled [pp. 252-254]
	Review: untitled [pp. 254-256]
	Review: untitled [pp. 256-257]
	Review: untitled [pp. 258-260]
	Review: untitled [pp. 260-262]
	Review: untitled [pp. 263-266]
	Review: untitled [pp. 266-267]
	Review: untitled [pp. 268-269]

	KOREA
	Review: untitled [pp. 270-272]
	Review: untitled [pp. 272-274]
	Review: untitled [pp. 274-276]
	Review: untitled [pp. 276-277]
	Review: untitled [pp. 278-279]
	Review: untitled [pp. 279-281]

	SOUTH ASIA
	Review: untitled [pp. 281-283]
	Review: untitled [pp. 283-285]
	Review: untitled [pp. 285-286]
	Review: untitled [pp. 287-288]
	Review: untitled [pp. 289-290]
	Review: untitled [pp. 290-292]
	Review: untitled [pp. 292-294]
	Review: untitled [pp. 294-296]
	Review: untitled [pp. 296-297]
	Review: untitled [pp. 298-299]

	SOUTHEAST ASIA
	Review: untitled [pp. 299-302]
	Review: untitled [pp. 303-306]


	þÿ�þ�ÿ���C���O���R���R���I���G���E���N���D���U���M���:��� ���I���n���d���i���a��� ���a���n���d��� ���t���h���e��� ���I���n���d���i���a���n���n���e���s���s��� ���o���f��� ���C���h���r���i���s���t���i���a���n���i���t���y���:��� ���E���s���s���a���y���s��� ���o���n��� ���U���n���d���e���r���s���t���a���n���d���i���n���g�������H���i���s���t���o���r���i���c���a���l���,��� ���T���h���e���o���l���o���g���i���c���a���l���,��� ���a���n���d��� ���B���i���b���l���i���o���g���r���a���p���h���i���c���a���l�������i���n��� ���H���o���n���o���r��� ���o���f��� ���R���o���b���e���r���t��� ���E���r���i���c��� ���F���r���y���k���e���n���b���e���r���g��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���3���0���7���-���3���0���7���]
	Back Matter





